Parson to Person

(Galatians 5 — Part 4)
(Verses 13-26)
“Stand Fast in Spiritual Liberty”

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use
liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one
another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! | say then:
Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things
that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the
like; of which | tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past,
that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another” (Galatians 5:13-26).

As | have been working through the passage above, | thought it
good to bring a brief review of the two major topics we have
considered.

The points below may help summarize:



The Works of the Flesh
1. “The works of the flesh” harm the believer.

God calls us to “put to death” (Colossians 3:5) the deeds of the
flesh. Our choices benefit or harm us. God loves us and wants no
harm to come to any. Therefore, He commands all believers to turn
from the “works of the flesh” and “live soberly, righteously, and godly
in the present age” (Titus 2:12).

2. “The works of the flesh” harm the believer’s neighbor.

When a person sins, the sins committed carry consequence for
both the “sinner” and those adjacent. For example, adultery affects
at least two people; moreover, it impacts children, grandchildren,
etc.

One can make a case for the natural effect sin has on others.
However, in addition we must recognize the spiritual—and how sin
affects the spiritual environment. Willful rebellion and the “works of
the flesh” create darkness evil forces are licensed to traffic (see
Proverbs 14:34 and Ephesians 6:10-18).

3. “The works of the flesh” harm the believer’s testimony.

The believer is called to represent the Lord and His righteous
standards. Those around us are stumbled, discouraged, and robbed
of the required edification we are called to provide—if or when we
“act” according to the flesh.

4. “The works of the flesh” result in the (former) sufferings of
Christ.

Jesus died to pay for our sins—by proxy. Therefore, we must
recognize that our sin added to the afflictions of Christ.



For many years | have said, “/ am far more motivated to live
righteously by considering that my sins have added to the afflictions
of Christ my Lord, than by the fear of future suffering some have
suggested will be the resulting consequences experienced at the
Judgment Seat of Christ. ‘Jesus paid it all, all to Him | owe.””

Fruit

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (vss. 22—23a).

Herein there are three things | want you to note:

1. The fruit of the Spirit is “the fruit of the Spirit.” It is not our
“work;” it is His “fruit.” We are not the originators or developers
of “the fruit of the Spirit.” It is the Spirit who produces “fruit” in
those who will “inherit the kingdom of God” (cf. Psalm 1).

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

2. The fruit of the Spirit is in the singular, and there is no
conjunction “and” within the verse.

“The fruit of the Spirit” is defined as “love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
contrel/temperance.”

These attributes are definitions—not items.

3. God does not “try” to “work” in you. He manifests Himself in
you—and me!

It is no “task” for God to “work” in you—to “work” in me. His
“fruit” is the outflow of His person. It is the manifestation of His
“good pleasure”—“For it is God who works in you both to will
and to do for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13).



4. The “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” manifest in God is what
has caused His “work” of redemption—and in redemption, our
transformation.

As you walk in the Spirit, led by the Spirit, you will grow in the
Spirit, and manifest the fruit of the Spirit. His “fruit” in you—not our
“work” in Him.

| trust these truths will help us all as we grow in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord.

| love you all,
Pastor Paul



